Senator the Hon Michaelia Cash
ASSISTANT MINISTER FOR IMMIGRATION AND BORDER PROTECTION
MINISTER ASSISTING THE PRIME MINISTER FOR WOMEN
SENATOR FOR WESTERN AUSTRALIA

CENTENARY ANZAC DAY ADDRESS 2015

KANCHANABURI WAR CEMETERY
KINGDOM OF THAILAND

e Air Marshal Geoff Brown, Chief of the Royal Australian Air Force;
e Your Excellencies;

e Honoured Veterans — to whom we owe the greatest of debts — with a special
mention to Mr Neil MacPherson, OAM (2"/2" Pioneers) and Mrs Gladys
Martin, widow of the late Private Leslie Martin of the 22" Brigade Australian

Infantry;
e Honoured members of the Thai community;
e Distinguished guests;

¢ And to each and every one of you who have travelled from afar to be here
today to pay tribute to, and remember the sacrifice of those on the Thai-Burma

Railway — welcome.

We also gather here today to honour and remember those courageous ANZACs
who, as dawn broke 100 years ago today, stormed the unforgiving terrain at Gallipoli

to fight for their country and the Commonwealth.

Their heroic actions cemented forever the legendary ANZAC spirit which we, as the
sons and daughters of Australia and New Zealand, proudly revere as an important

part of our ethos and culture.

There is no greater example of service to one’s country than to make the ultimate

sacrifice.

Thousands of men and women gave their lives in order for us to enjoy the freedoms

and privileges they so bravely secured for us and we now hold so dear.

They will never be forgotten.




Ladies and gentlemen, it is fair to say that the men and women who have served and
continue to serve our great countries were - and are - just like you and me - ordinary

people.
But their actions can be described as nothing less than extra-ordinary.

As we stand here today at the Kanchanaburi War Cemetery, we remind ourselves of
the sacrifices made through war — the unspeakable hardships and suffering endured
— and the debt that we owe to all those who answered the call and served in the best
traditions of the ANZAC spirit.

This year we commemorate the ANZAC Centenary: 100 years since Australian and
New Zealand troops - along with forces from Britain, India and France - landed on the
shores of Gallipoli on 25 April 1915.

Gallipoli remains a place of great significance to Australians today because of the
actions of those men both on that infamous first day as well as the eight month

campaign that followed.

More than 8,700 Australians lost their lives during the campaign, with over 2,000

killed or wounded on the first day of fighting.

Additionally, 2,721 New Zealanders were killed in action and 4,752 were wounded at

Gallipoli.

These were terrible losses for our two young countries. But from this loss, a national

ethos emerged that set us apart from the rest of the world.

From hardship and tragedy arose a defining element of our national character that

endures today and for which we are renowned.

It is an ethos grounded in heroism and mateship.
We never take a backward step on the battlefield.
We never give up.

We never forget our mates.

This can-do and will-do attitude prevails today, not confined to war but rather it is

embedded in our psyche.

On this the ANZAC Centenary, we continue to honour our forebears.

2|Page



We are duty bound to ensure that the ANZAC spirit is passed on to successive
generations to treasure, respect and honour as an important part of our nation’s

character.

We also pause today to honour the Australians and New Zealanders who fought and
were injured or killed during the succession of conflicts we have fought in since

Gallipoli, including the Second World War, Korea, Vietham, Iraq and Afghanistan.

Importantly, we also remember the many citizens from other nations, including

Thailand, who fought and died or were injured in the defence of their great countries.

We stand here today in a truly sacred place. This is where our forebears proved their

courage, their humanity, their resilience and the love of their country and fellow man.

Today at Kanchanaburi, we pay tribute to the thousands of prisoners of war who lost
their lives in the construction of the Thai-Burma Railway during the Second World
War.

Artist Jack Chalker said:

“The place earned the title of Hellfire Pass, for it looked, and was, like a living
image of hell itself” [Jack Chalker, Burma Railway: Images of War, London,
Mercer Books, 2007, 59]

Hellfire Pass — the deepest of the cuttings along the Thai-Burma Railway — has
become a special place of remembrance for thousands of ANZAC families who have
a connection through the suffering of a loved one who as a prisoner of war was

forced to work here.
Some present today were here during World War Two.

They experienced first-hand the deprivation and pain that war imposed on this

tranquil place.

Others who are here today have loved and treasured those who suffered on the

railway over 70 years ago.

From my own personal perspective, during the Second World War my grandmother
fled with some of her family members from Singapore to Australia just prior to the fall

of Singapore.

Her sister and brother-in-law were unable to escape and were captured and taken
prisoner when Singapore fell and they remained POWSs in Changi Prison until the end

of the war — her brother-in-law dying the day the prisoners were finally freed.
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After the guns fell silent in 1945, the Department of Veteran’s Affairs conducted
interviews with Australian war veterans. | would like to share with you some words of

those who were prisoners of war, here at Hellfire Pass:

Tom Uren spoke of his mate, Bill Halliday, on the Thai-Burma Railway, and how

mateship changed them both:

“... And I'll never forget, he was so skinny that you could see his backbone
through his stomach, lying on that bed. And he had this awful leg. And the

stench of the ulcer wards - it’s like death itself...”

George ‘Bert’ Beecham spoke of the treatment of the POWs and the awful conditions

of the camp:

“...The treatment of the POWSs working on the railway line was absolutely
horrendous. Not only in the way they were treated, the way they were fed, the

way they were beaten, the way they were abused ...”

In 1998, former Prime Minister Howard officially opened the Hellfire Pass Museum.
At the time he said:

“They existed in a hell where the slightest pause, or misconstrued gesture,
could result in appalling retribution - in beatings with rifle butts, or bamboo
canes, or boots. Here alone, at Hellfire Pass, 68 young men were beaten to

death for being too exhausted, or too weak, or too sick.

None of us can imagine how men can claw out solid rock with nothing more
than their own hands and primitive tools. Let alone imagine how near naked
and starving men could build a railway through 420 torturous kilometres of
jungle, across rivers and over rugged mountain ranges. Or how survival is
possible on a handful of rice each day and living each hour stalked by disease
and pain. Or how madness could be kept at bay.”

It is incredible to think that construction of this 415km stretch of railway line was
completed in just one year, despite the most challenging terrain and sometimes

dreadful weather conditions.

More than 60,000 Allied prisoners of war were involved in the project. Approximately

13,000 were Australians.

It is estimated more than 12,000 Allied prisoners lost their lives on the Thai-Burma

Railway, including more than 2,700 Australians.
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And many lost their lives right here.

As we pause to remember today, we must also honour the ANZAC women who
served and sacrificed much, both domestically and abroad.

Excluding the Australian Women's Army Service, nurses were the only females to

serve outside of Australia in any capacity.

During the Second World War 3,477 Australian Army Nursing Service nurses served,

and 71 never returned, losing their lives during active service overseas.

The story of the Thai-Burma Railway is also remembered for the extraordinary
service of all of the medical personnel who, with next to no equipment or medicines,

cared for desperately ill men.

In Australia, the most famous of these doctors was the surgeon Sir Edward ‘Weary’
Dunlop. He was a doctor and a commanding officer who would often stand up to the

Japanese soldiers and frequently suffered dire consequences as a result.

But such was his dedication that nothing would stop him in his mission to provide
care to the suffering.

The heroic and extraordinary feats of Weary Dunlop in working to save our troops

was a clear demonstration of the ANZAC spirit at work.

His statue now stands outside the Australian War Memorial in Canberra and is a
beacon of inspiration for us all. And after his death in 1993, some of his ashes were

interred at Hellfire Pass.

So today, let us remember the sacrifice of all those who died and those who suffered

whilst working on the Thai-Burma Railway.

Let us stand united, reaffirming that Australians, and New Zealanders, will never

forget the acts of courage and selflessness that kept us safe.

Let us never forget both the heroic feats and acts of mateship that created the
legendary ANZAC spirit which we, as the sons and daughters of Australia and New
Zealand, proudly honour and revere.

We are duty bound — moreover we are honoured — to ensure this message is passed

to future generations.
May the spirit of those who were lost in defence of their country continue to inspire.
And may the proud spirit of ANZAC endure in eternity.
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